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We hope you are all enjoying your summer here on beautiful Cape Cod!  We are combining July 

and August newsletters with several quick updates and then a little poem that will hopefully 

resonate with you and any of your pond neighbors who may need a little inspiration. 

See the attached flyer about our AUGUST 31 Cape Friendly Landscapes Expo! We will have a 

number of Cape friendly landscape experts to share their knowledge with all of us! 

Quick updates 

• Annual membership/Renewal dues($25) - thank you to those of you who have already 

paid for this year.  We can accept payment through the website.  Doing so will enable us 

to expand our testing efforts and increase our education and advocacy efforts for pond 

health. https://www.harwichwaters.org/pond-pledge-and-support/ 

• Our new Town Administrator and Assistant Town Administrator have been great partners 

so far!  They approved and installed a porta potty at the Harwich beach on Seymour 

Pond!  Seymour Pond is shared with Brewster and the Harwich beach is right off the bike 

trail.  There were some budget challenges last year as the porta potty was diverted to 

Red River beach but not replaced but that is no longer an issue! (You may all remember 

the pond closure last summer for a few weeks so this is great news!) 

• Cyano testing continues on the biweekly schedule and we are so grateful to our 

volunteers who are committed to the early Tuesday morning biweekly schedule to keep 

it going.  For those of you following the APCC alerts, several of the other Cape towns 

have had multiple alerts this summer so we appreciate the diligence of our testing team 

to keep us informed of pond health. 

• Cyanobacteria testing results are now on the HPC website.  

https://www.harwichwaters.org/2026-harwich-apcc-cyanobacteria-reports/ 

• For those of you who may observe a suspicious looking “bloom” on your ponds, the 

following email address will notify all the relevant organizations who will investigate and 

determine if it warrants an advisory (Harwich town partners – Board of Health, 

Conservation Commission, Natural Resources as well as APCC.  Please attach a picture to 

the email!)   algaebloom@harwichwaters.org 

https://www.harwichwaters.org/pond-pledge-and-support/
https://www.harwichwaters.org/2026-harwich-apcc-cyanobacteria-reports/
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NOde to Fertilizer 

 Twas Summer on the Cape, what a glorious time 

Here is our message, in an all familiar rhyme 

The trees are so pretty, the ponds are so blue 

My lawn could use help, oh what should I do? 

  

“They” talk about fertilizer which will make my lawn green 

But the birds and the fish, they just want to scream 

NO, they say, what are you thinking? 

That gets into groundwater and impacts your drinking! 

  

And those ponds are so blue, what would they say? 

Please don’t do THAT, there are other ways! 

Consider less lawn and lean into its charm 

Native plants are good and do you no harm 

  

Underneath the Cape, we have lots of sand 

So fertilizer sinks into such fragile land 

Into the groundwater, into ponds so blue 

Resulting in algae blooms, THEN what do we do? 

  

Please join us in finding much better ways 

To Cape friendly lawns and healthier days 

Say NO to fertilizer (and pesticides too!) 

Take care of this land its beautiful view! 

 

 

Hope to see you all on August 31 from 4:30 to 6pm at the Old Bank Street 

Firehouse to learn more about finding much better ways to Cape friendly lawns!  

See the flyer for details! 


